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DIA 


A Friendly. 


LOGUE 


Between Two Country-men, the oneaCHRISTIA N, 
and the other aQUAKER ; Concerning 


Womens Preaching. 


Wherein is ſhown, That Women's Preaching 1s contrary 
to. the Scriptures, and to be accounted a Deluſion of 


the Devil. 


I JOHN IV. I. 
Believe not every. Spirit, but try the Spirits , whe- 
trer they are of God ;, becauſe many Falſe Pro- 
« phets are gone out into the World. 
Chr:i#ian, F' JF O W doſt thou do, Neighbour ? 
COnuaker. H Pretty well, through Mercy. 
Chr. Neighbour, methinks by your drels, 
thou haſt been abroad to day. _ 
R Qs Yea, ſo I have; I have been at a Meeting of 
rieds. 
C /:». Pray, who ſpake there to Day ? 


C;:.:, i wo Women, one after another. 
Chr. \\/\.2t 1 Women ? Do the Quakers hold it law- 


ful for W0;:52 to Preach in their Afſemblies ? 


O42. Yea for TI am told, that when God moveta 
by ::is Spirit in Women, it 1s no ways u0lawrul tor 
her to Preach in the Aiſemblies of Gad's People, {See 


the Book called, An Apology for the true Chriſtian Di- 


vinity, 45 the ſame is held forth, and Preached by the 
People called (in ſcorn) Quakers, Written by R. Barc. 
Printed Anno. Dom. 1678, Page 220. | 

Chr. Indeed, I have often heard of 


of the truth of it as I am now. But Neighbour, I 
mult tell thee, that I have read in the Scriptures, that 
Women are forbidden to Preach in the Church. 

O4a, ln what place of Scripture, 1 Pray ? . 

Chr. In 1Cor. 14. 34. 35. where St. Paul fays thus, 
Let your Women keev ſilence in tne Churches ; for it 15 
not permitted unto them to ſpeak : butthey are command 
ed to be under Obedience : And if they will learn any 
thing, let them atk their Hibands at Home :, for ut 5 
a ſhame for Vonen to ſpeak inthe Church. And again, 
1 Tim, 2. it. 2. Let the Woman learn im Silence, 


: TO ? 
wit h aliSubjecton : But I ſuffer not aWoman to Teacn, 


nor to uſurp Authority over the Dan ;, but to be in St 


| lence. Which two places are fo plain againſt Womers 


detion there ({R; Bs Apod. 


Speaking in the Church, that 1 judge 1t altogether un- 
Jawful for them to take upon them that Sacred Office. 

0x4. But Neighbour,thou doft miſtake Paul'smean- 
ing, in the firſt place thou doſt mention 3, for Pat's 
-220: 1s only to reprove 
the inconſiderate and talkative Wemer among the Co: 
rinthians, who troubled the Church of Chriſt with 
their unproficable Queſtions ;, and not univerſally and 
perpetually to forbid Womens Speaking in the Church. 
(G. W's Antiacte. p. $9. ) 


Chr. Let it be granted, that what thou fay'it was 


St. Paul's deſign in that place, yer thereis enough may 
be colleRed from it, as may convince any.one of the 


"8 unlawfulneſs of Womens Preaching m the Church : 
- For if it was not lawfal for Women to Speak in the 
- Church, no not ſo much asto ask a Queſtion for their 


_ better huliruciion, much le 
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Teach and Inſtru&t ottiers in the Church. I am ſure 
that place aforeſaid in Timothy, (1 Tim. 2. 11. 12.) 
is as directly contrary to your Womens Preaching in 
the Church, as Light is to Darkneſs ; for in theſe 
words the Apoſtle does plainly intimate to us, that to _ 
Speak in a Church-Afembly by way of Teaching and 
Inſtrutting others, 1s an Act of Superiority : And be- 
cauſe Preaching in the Church is ſuch an AR, there- 
tore Womer: ought not to take it upon them ; becauſe 
that Sex was to be in SubjeRian. 

Q4a. But Neighbour, Pap himfelf, in the ſame E- 
piſtle to the Corinthians, (R. B's Apol. p. 220.) giv- 
eth Rules how Women ſhould behave themſelves in 
their Pablick Preaching and Praying » which would be 
altogether needletS, wer. it not lawful for them to 
Freach, that they might have an Opportunity to fol- 
low his Directions. The place of Scriptore is in 
1 Cor. 11. 5. Every Woman Praying and Proyhecying 
with her Head uncovered, diſhonoureth hey Head : 


Where it is plain enough, that it is lawful for Vomezz 
to Preach. | | 


Womens Preach- | 
ing among the Quakers, but never was ſo well ſatisfied | 


which,in thoſe 
by 


ſs lawful is it for rim to 


Chr, Tis certain, that Prophecying was a thing at- 
tributed to Women, and therefore undoubtedly tome 


ſuch thing as they were capable'of : But that Women 


may Preach can no ways be proved from that place. 
or as | remember, a Friend of mine, who was a ve- 
ry learned, honeſt, and a good Man, in a difcourſe 
upon that Text, gave another meaning of the word 
Prophecying mentioned there ; and I took eſpecial No- 
tice of it, becauſe it was a place wreſted by the Qua- 
kets to prove Womens Preaching from. ( G. W's Ant. 
p. 89.) And to the belt of my Remembrance, he took 
this method to make me tinderſtand the meaning of it. 
To Prophecy ( fays he) is a large word, and hath 
divers Significations, 
Firſt, It ſignifies to foretell chings to come, as that 
Primitive times, both Men' and Women 


did, by the pouring out of the Holy Ghoſt upon 


| them 3 according to that ot the Prophet Joel, ap- 


plied by St. Perer, to the ſending of the Holy 
Ghoſt at the firſt Promulgation of the Goſpel. Joel 2. 
28:29. AFt5-2," 17.18. T will pour out my Spirit up- 
or ail Fleſh, and your Sons and your Daughters ſhalt 
Prophecy. ( 4. e..) ſhall foretell thipgs to. come. And 
ſuch Propheteſles as theſe, were thofe four Daughters of 
Philip the Evangeliſt, whereof we read, As 21. 9. 

Secondly, !t fignifies ro Interpret or Expound Scrip« 
ture, for the Inſtrufion and Edification of the Hear- 
ers. Thus the Apoſtle St, Paul uſeth it. 1 Cor. 14. 
Where he dilcourſeth largely of ſpiritual Gifrs ; and 
before all, prefers that of Prophecy ; becauſe, He that 
Profhcieth (faith he, y. 3.) ſpeaketh unto den to Edi- 
fication, and Exhortation, and Comfort. © | 

Thirdly, It fignifies Singing and Praiſing Gods 


, % 
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Dd OR 


Fayming of Divige Hymns, and Singing them to Cod. 

Thus it is uſed, 1 Sam. 10. 5: 0: Thou ſhalt wet a 

Company of Prophets coming down from the high Place 
with a Pſaltery, and aTabret, and a Pipe, and a Harp 
Yefore them, 4nd they ſhall Prophecy. (3. 6, ) they thall 
Sing, as the Chaldee Paraphraſe reads) And the Sp:- 
rit of the Lord ſhall come upon theezand thou ſhalt Pre- 
phecy : ( where the Chaldee Paraphraſe hath, And thou 
ſhalt Braiſe with them) And thus it is uſed, 1 Chro, 
chap. 24. three times, in the three firſt verſes, one at- 
ter another ; where the Inſtraments there mentione.), 


ſ 


Quakers fooliſhly iga9ins, | 

And now 1 think | have {Bcoently anſwered all that 
thou haſt to ſay, from rhe Scripirres, fo® your Wo-. 
mens Preaching in your Afiemblies : And from the 
whole tnat we have laid, it 1sealy to collect thus much. 
That there is no Authority from the Scripteres to 
ground your Womens {reacning upon, and that Io- 
meN-axe univerially and perpetaally forbidden to Speak 
in.the Church 4 and conlequently that O. Womens 
Preaching 1s unlawful, inet 

But Neighbovr, betore we part, I mult fay fome- 
thing more concerning Womens Preaching. St. Paul! 


wut it out of all doubt, that by Propnecying 18 there 


meant, Praiſing Goa with oo Songs and Meloay. | 


There are ſeveral otherAcceptions of the word Pro- 
phecying ; but theſe three are Tufcient to explairthe 
words in Controverſie. SP 

Now the word Prophecying in the words before ns 


lays, Rom. 10. 15. {low jna!l they Preach Apcept they 
be ſent ? And it hath been the Podcrine of the Catho- 
lick Church, That it is not lawful for any one to take 
upon him the Office of Publick Preaching, before he 
be lawiully called and ſent to exccute the fame; Pray 


(fays he) is to be taken in the laſt of theſe Sigmficati- | tell me, how cometh a Womar to be lawfully called to 


ans, and is to be rendered thus, Every Woman Pray- 
ing or Prophecying Ui. e Singing Pſalms) having her 
Head covered, diſhonoureth her Flead. And that 
the word, Prophecying ought to be taken in this Senle, 
viztor PraiſineGod, rather than for Preaching in a da- 
cred Aſſembly, is to me clear and evident enough ; for 
Praying to, and Praiſing God, being part of the Chri- 
ſtian Liturgy, it is no ways diſagreable to Scripture 


or Reaſon, that Women ſhould perform ſuch Service 


in the Aſſemblies of God's People. Oy 

This place then, which thou doft mention, is not 
ſufficient to prove Wemens Preaching irom : And ut 
thou h2{t no other, it is to be looked upon as Pride and 
Arrogzancy, and Preſumption in them, to take upon 


them that Office which they have no Aurhority to Ex- 


ecute, 
Q«4a. It is plain and perſpicuous, ( R. B's Apol- p. 

20.) that Women have Prophecied and Preached in 
the Charch, elſe had that ſaying of Foe! © Foel 2+ 2, 
29. ) been badly applied by Peter, ( Acts 2. 17. ) And 
It is written, Acts 21. 9. that Phil;p had four Daigh- 
ters that Prophecied. | 

ECD. I's tluGy God did Denmile by the Mouth of 
the Prophet Foel, the pouring out his Spirit apore alt 
Fleſh, and that their Sos and their Daughters ſhould 
Prophecy. And this famous Prophecy of Feel was fulfil- 
ted upon the day wher the Tewiſh Pentecoft was Cele- 
brated : when as the Holy Ghoſt delcended m_ the 


ſhape of Cloven-tongues, ( Aitts 2, " like as of Fir -Y 


and fat upon cachof5Apoſile'sHead. And'tis true allo, 
that;abont that time Homer Prophecied , (4.6. ) fore- 
rold things to coine, which was an extraordinary 
Gift of the Spirit, that Philip's tour Daughters had : 


Rat that the Women Preached in the Church in thoſe | 


days, {till remains to be proved z for the word Prophe- 
cying in both thoſe Places, ſignifies fore-telling things 
to come, and not Preaching m a Congregation, as the 
beſt Expoſitors, both Ancient and Modern, do agree. 

Beſides, That Prophecy of Foel was long lince ac- 


compliſked 3nd falfilied, ( the laſt days to which 1t re- 


ters, being the days immediately preceeding the De- 
itraRtion of the Jewiſh Polity, their City and Lemple) 
ard therefore belongs no way to our Sons and Davgh- 
ters in theſe days cf ours, and conſequently no War 
rant for Womens Preaching Now. 

Qua, There were Deaconefles as well as Deacons 
in the Primitive Chriſtian Chorch ; and Paul ſpeaks 
"of a Wennan that Laboured with him in the work of 
' the Goſpel. ( G-W's Art, p. go. & R. B's Apol. p. 200. 

Chr, *Iis true, We read, ( Rom. 16. 1.) of Phebe, 
who was a Deaconeſs of the Church, . and of Priſcilla, 
who was St. Paul's Fellow-labourer in Chrilt Jeſus ; 
and of T:yphena, and Tryphoſa, who Laboured in 
the Lord : But the Office of the DeacofitNes in the 
Clurch (among other things) was fo provide Ieceſ- 
{aries ror the Apoltles, and not to Preach in theChurch, 
that they, being free from thoſe worldly cares, might 
be the wore at leifure for Preaching only : And for. 
tits reafon, they accompanied the Apoſtles in their 
fournies, to Preach the Goſpel, and furniſhed them 


be a Teacher or Preacher in the Church of Chriſt ? 

Our. We aniwer, By the inward Power and Vir: 
tue of the Spirit of God: ( R. Bs pol. p. 186.) So a 
Man comes to be a Myuſter of Chritt ; and' no doubr. 
but ſo a Womar comes to be a Preacher alſo When 
then God moveth by his Spirit in a Woman, or when 
the 15 divinely indued and inſpired to Preach by the 
Holy Ghoſt, ( G. W's Ant, p. 89.) 2s the Apoſtles 
were at the day of Pentecoſt, then its lawtul for he7 to 
Peach mn the Aſſemblies of God's People, 

Chr. Doft thou believe. then, that your Women- 
Preachers are ummediately Inſpired by the Holy GholF 
as the Apoſtles were, and that they ipeak by the diR- 
ates of the Spirit, as the Spirit gives them Utterance ? 
Alts 2. 4. ; 

ua, We hold that they are immediately Inſpires, 
and that they ſpake With the {ame Spirit as the Apo- 
itles did. | 

Chr, When your Preachers can prove that they are 
ſent from God by ſpeaking in divers Languages, with- 
out learning of them at School, when they can work 
| Miracles to prove their 24/302 from God, as the A- 
| poſtles did, (as namely, caſt oxr Devils, raiſe the 
| Dead_ maze the. Lame to Go, and the like, Acts F..20, 

As 14. 10. As 14. 18. ARs 19.12. ARs 29. 10. 
Acts 28. 5.) then I will believe that they have Jawfa! 
Authority, and are lawfully called to Preach the Goſ- 
pel;and not till then, In the mean time give me leaveto 
tell thee, that becauſe \omens Preaching is contrary 
to the Scriptures, it is therefore to be accounted a De- 
luſios of the Devil. | 

©4a, If thou canſt prove that to be true, I will no 
more g0 to hear Womer:s Preaching, 
_ Cr. 1 will prove the truth of it thus, Robert Barel. 
in the ſecond Propoſition concerning the Scriptures 
lays thus, We (Quakers ) ſhall alſo be very willing 
to admit it as a poſitive certain Maxim, That whatſoe- 
ver any do, pretending to the Spirit, which is contra- 
ry to the Scriptures, be accounted and reckoned a 
Deluſion of the Devil. | 

Now from this Maxim I argue thus, whatſoever 2- 
ny co, pretending to the Spirit, which is contrary to 
the Scriptures, is to be accounted and reckoned a De- 
Infton of the Devil. _ RE 

but Womens Preaching iscontrary to the Scriptures, _ 
(as I have before ſhewn unto thee) aud they pretend 
to Preac!; by the Spirit, as thou thy {elf doſt own and 
acknowledge. _ 

Therefore Womens Preaching 1s to be reckoned and 
accounted a Deluſion of the Devil. SI 

O44 Thou haſt m ſome meaſiire proved that IT'- 
mens Preaching is unlawful and conſequently a De/s- 
ſion of the Devil. Therefore unleis me Friends car; 
give me better Satisfation than they have hitherto 
done,abaut the Lawfulneſs of Womens Preaching} hail 
look not only upon that, but upon thetr ferns Preagh- 
ing too, ( for they both ſtand upon the fame Founda- 
tion) to be a Delaſion likewile ; and become a Proſe- 
lyte of that Church out of which 1 have heard there 
iS 30 valvation. | Fare thee Well, Fs 


OS 


ith all things which they wanted ; and from hence ; 
*hey arc ſaid to Labour in the Lord, and to Labourin 
Chriſt Izfus ; and not from their Preaching, as your 
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1. John 2. 26, . Teſs things have 1 written wire 
you, concerning them that Seduce you, 


